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Putting Salt on Their Tails 


A. D. Hope, noted poet, who is Library 
Fellow and Professor Emeritus at the Aus- 
tralian National University, is the Sue Reid 
Slaughter Visiting Professor for 1970-71. 
Mr. Hope is conducting classes in Creative 
Writing and in Poetry Analysis. In this 
article he has kindly consented to write for 
us about some of the difficulties of main- 
taining a library collection of modern 
poetry. 


his was recommended to me when 
I was a small boy as a sure-fire 
method of catching birds. The 
trouble, of course, was that when one tried 
to sprinkle a pinch of salt on its tail the bird 
was no longer there. As a Library Fellow in 
my own Australian National University, and 
former head of its English department try- 
ing to build up a library collection of Aus- 
tralian poetry, I found that problem re- 
peating itself. It is essentially the problem 
of all public and university librarians in 
trying to build up a representative or a na- 
tional collection of poetry. The problem is 
the same for Virginia as for Australia, but 
I shall confine myself to the area I know 
best, Australia. 

I first ran into the problem as a member 
of the academic advisory committee asked 
to prepare a basic list and a selection form- 
ula for study of a new subject in the univer- 
sity, Australian Literature. The list was eas- 
ily prepared; so were the criteria of selec- 
tion. The difficulties arose when the librar- 
ian tried to collect the books. 

Most of the elements in the problem ap- 
ply to other areas of book collecting but 
some are peculiar to poetry. In the first 
place, poetry does not pay publishers any 


better than it pays the poets themselves. This 
means that poetry belongs to what publish- 
ers refer to as “prestige publishing” and 
this in turn means that volumes of verse are 
usually produced in small editions and 
rarely run to a second or later edition. Ex- 
cept in the case of national copy-right librar- 
ies, which automatically receive a copy of 
any book published in the country, the ord- 
inary public or university library must buy 
as soon as the book appears. If it is success- 
ful, it will sell out in a few months; if it is 
not, it is apt to be pulped or remaindered 
within a year of publication. In Australia 
a first book of poems is usually issued in 
an edition of no more than five hundred to 
a thousand copies and even a book of a well- 
known poet of established reputation rarely 
exceeds an edition of two or three thousand. 
As a result, my library — a new one — 
found it almost impossible to acquire a 
representative collection of a body of poetry 
going back about 150 years from the time it 
began to collect. 


The second problem in Australia is that, 
as commercial publishers issue compara- 
tively little poetry, the writers, particularly 
young writers, resort very much to private 
presses which publish in very small editions 
and lack the facilities for advertisement and 
distribution, so that it is a real headache 
for the librarian even to keep track of this 
form of publication. 


oetic reputations grow slowly, as a 
rule. Few poets achieve early suc- 
cess, a commoner event among nov- 
elists. So that by the time a poet has the 
sort of reputation that provokes a library to 
collect his books, the earlier works are prob- 
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During the summer of 1970, the whole ¥ 
Music Library was re-organized. All the ( 


"eel i as competing. Poetry, in particular eA 
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mark for the rare book collector. 
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experience last year when I was invited to 
Washington to report on the holdings of 
the Library of Congress in the field of Aus- 
tralian belles-lettres. I found their holdings 


be assigned to majors in the Music Depart- gy 
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gaps everywhere, reflecting the fact that the 
Australian poets publish ordinarily in small 
local editions and receive little notice in 


known as its Want List, which contains those 
items requested by faculty members but ‘3 
beyond the resources of the budget. Indeed, 
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Catalogue de Edition Francaise. 4 vols. 125.00 


» in Babcock as well as in the main Library. CLARKE Papers. Selections from the papers of ee 
{ } Reactions from faculty and students have William Clarke, 1647-49. Johnson Reprint , 
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x his year the world is commemorating and Mr. William A. Whitaker. The first of 
% the centenary of the death of one of its these is the original, serial edition of Little 
®% most widely-read and beloved writers, Dorritt published by Bradbury and Evans 3% 
. . 9 : 4 
% Charles Dickens. He died June 8, 1870, at in London between 1855 and 1857. It is Ry 
Lx) . . . . : 
bY the age of 58, having given the world eleven in nineteen parts in pale green paper wrap- 
great novels filled with enduringly interest- pers. These are the original parts as issued, 
% ing characters, as well as some eight or nine with all wrappers and advertisements pre- 
% other works of non-fiction. served. An interesting feature is the inclu- RS 
ms i aioe: sion in Part XVI of an errata slip which  %# 
ref When Dickens first began writing, in the BS a 5 : : re 
RS et: : begins, “By an oversight of the authors 
m@ early years of the Victorian era, the habit 2B ndlipices onWto, Correct aanamme printed i 
of reading was spreading to all classes in peak : eae x 
RS 8 P Otay in a previous number. This slip is frequent- 
% England. The prosperous middle class and itt ree ; : x 
Ke : : ly missing and having it makes this particu. 
% even the working class were becoming aware : : % 
% : : lar set even more valuable. The illustra- % 
% of its pleasures as elementary education 5 2 % 
% : : tions are by H. K. Browne, known as % 
% was expanded and the use of circulating Ber , : ; Ke 
% ee ; i Phiz”, one of Dickens’ most famous illus-  —%& 
% libraries grew. Monthly magazines, which Miata ; % 
ee a aae on thei moder irators and in this copy the impression of — % 
RS i eet = ae Hie tae Rg all the plates is very fine. In several of the 
Ie ss . 5 O 
RS + ee y.PoP parts the pages are uncut, while three, with 
ga, _ularjgas were “monthly parts’ —the pubhi- all pages cut, have the name “Oxley” writ- 
cation of whole works in serial form, a few pag 4 ‘ YX KS 
RY : j ; ten by hand in black ink on the upper right- —_¥ 
% = chapters at a time published monthly in % 
RY aper covers and priced at one shilling each seine Ou el Re acide Aes AEE RY 
RY ae + Lecaeh: Dickens? Pitasich Pa ; would indicate that these parts were brought RY 
By a es Pas Seanad oad set Tt Ba together some time later — a fairly typical % 
‘ been ended be nothing more ce short pre Os Det ela yedias lito Vitel) 
RY : 8 eo eae : novel out of different-state but genuine % 
% episodes to accompany the publication of : : me 
Moe a series of humorous engravings of sporting ponies. Wes yeresered mea Breen 
Ss c . : 9 
mm aes eo P 2 full morocco case with gold leaf lettering  % 
% events by a popular illustrator, Robert Sey- | . : 2 4 ee : % 
i aa tly. after on the spine. The second is the serial edi- rs 
% ‘i eae rea ae Dick 2 h a = tion of The Mystery of Edwin Drood, % 
re ee ere Ce UL ee CONS ath) tO) eX Dickens’ last and unfinished novel. There % 
’ _ pand his idea of the characters, giving them ; : : Kg 
RY ae dithenlot ercat edits are only six parts, also in pale green wrap- 
mB oS lg cae Bee ee pers, somewhat worn, with illustrations by 
% and form. The publication was issued as Sear . : . * 
SUT Pah eis Papers Apirhe Pickineh S. L. Fildes. It is boxed in an attractive 
BY Cima b sede 1 € = "Th half-bound case in red morocco with marb- x 
Sa ecame immensely popular. The edtcicat y 
RY installments were eagerly sought at the % 
“i : : 4 ‘ : mw 
BS bookstalls by those who did not want expen- Another interesting item in the Dickens 
RY sive leather-bound volumes but were willing Collection is the first bound edition of RY 
eto pay a shilling for the pleasures of read- Little Dorritt, dated 1857 and published by 
i ing on a train journey or during a quiet the same publisher as the serial edition, BS 
s a Ve % 
evening at home. Bradbury and Evans. This is as expected x 
wd p * . . 
RY : : for it was common during the period for 
Ro By the middle of the century, the serial : = “ 
i nage : ubl i RY 
®% form of publication was well established. oe aes eee e a novel in % 
Ry Most works of fiction—the novels of Dick- aay or aes CBee pase Hie ie x 
x ens, Thackeray and others—were published P Se i ce a ‘ Sree aaa % 
. . . . c V o 
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% valuable because their preservation in CY Cro aa ei Loe eller, wiia CEN x 
BY Peco Me paris was. diiguli Most title page, and issue the whole in hard % 
. . . CAD . 2. 
% eae Soro nemurlsted hy fuce vere ove oman ee this edition with the i“ 
% : ’ 5 serial edition shows th i i i- ret 
ie discarded. Because of this, a complete set ail -— oes ne eee = = ene RS 
@% is more valuable than the first bound edi- f ae Tae Ls age a” pe 
Seton ound edition. The Library copy hasahalf- 
K ; hee ; : 
Ry binding of speckled calf in maroon, with 
me The Mary Helen Cochran Library is marbled end-papers and edges. The spine 1% 
ms fortunate to have two such items in its Dick- is decorated in oriental leaf. The Whitakers, Ry 
% ens Special Collection, the gift of Mrs. W. Anna Bitting and William A., were the RS 
L. Lyons Brown (Sara Shallenberger 32) donors of this fine gift. RS 
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ym has an early American edition of Dickens, usual gift of Mrs. E. Alban Watson of 
0 the gift of Dr. Connie M. Guion. This is Lynchburg, Virginia as a memorial to her 
yx The Posthumous Papers of the Pickwick sister-in-law, Miss Elizabeth W. Watson. It 
( J} Club, published by James Turney, Jr., in will be permanently located in the Rare 
il New York, in 1838, with an added engraved Book Room. 

MW litle page. It is not a perfect copy: many This limited edition of 750 numbered 
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pages are foxed and water-stained, the 
boards are so badly deteriorated it is not 
possible to tell what they were covered in, 
and the spine is missing. However, it is a 
valuable part of the Dickens Collection and 
is preserved in a box half-bound in brown 
leather with gold leaf lettering on the spine. 

The last item in the collection is a little 
set of about 150 plates, in portfolio, of the 
famous Dickens Teens Several illus- Penzoldt Gilt 


sets has 455 plates. Not only are the plates 
beautifully reproduced but they are housed 
in a most attractive easel cabinet. The cabi- fff 
net is of generous size, 15 inches by 24 
inches, and consists of two large drawers 
for safe storage of the prints and, set into 
the top, a fold-up easel for displaying them. 
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to be enduringly associated with him — 


George Criukshank, Daniel Maclise, Hublot Professor of French, by his wife, Rachel. 
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J : bee et ; : mated that there are some 1,200 volumes to 
4 pictures will enjoy browsing through this ret 
Fea ; , be checked. See) 
j collection. (0) 
De 4 ; : The books covered a wide variety of sub- 
Sad The whole collection was on display in Sis : eed 
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the Library Exhibit Corridor as part of an ; ; A) 

Wed ae re ; subjects Mr. Penzoldt seemed especially 
v« exhibit honoring Dickens from October 24 ; ; - 
a te ae interested in — tales of the supernatural, {fj 
"se ; hunting and fishing. ee, 
0 The books were first sorted by language ) 
bad ( ft 5 and as might be expected, there were a large (5) 
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Wy, number in French and German. Then 
ro checked for the unusual, one volume was (5) 
i} Nea alivaya slercaenee found to have an inscription to Mr. Pen- ha 
() zoldt by Jean Paul Sartre. The staff then 0 
AW The giant Trumpeter Swan, with his checked for duplicates and these were put 134 
i} graceful neck curved back across his body on sale in the Library lobby. 0) 
“4, against a background of brilliant blue; the 4 
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Wy) foliage of the magnolia; the long-billed euetse cut een Weavers Weve pee ) 


invited to check the gift, noting those books 
which the Library should add to their hold-— 
ings. Ninety-six volumes have already been 
added to the German collection and the fac- 
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curlew, alert and watchful, hidden in the 
marsh grass away from the distant blue- 
grey silhouette of the city across the bay. 
These are just a sample of the lovely prints 
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